SUMMARY The prevalence of Gardnerella vaginalis in the urethra of 430 men attending a clinic for sexually transmitted disease was 11 4 %; it 'was significantly higher in heterosexuals (14! 50%7) than in homosexuals (4 5lo). There was no evidence of rectal or subpreputial carriage of G vaginalis, and urethral carriage was not associated with symptoms of urethritis.
Introduction
There is a close association between Gardnerella vaginalis and non-specific vaginitis.' The disease can be established in women by the inoculation into the vagina of vaginal material from infected women' or by the inoculation of pure cultures of 0 vaginalis.2 There is a high urethral carriage rate of gardnerellas among male partners of infected women,' 3 and many women whose sexual partners remain untreated become reinfected.' These observations suggest that gardnerella-associated vaginitis is a sexually transmitted disease. Little is known, however, about the prevalence of G vaginalis in the male population in general and whether it is associated with symptoms.
In this study we group.bmj.com on September 6, 2017 -Published by http://sti.bmj.com/ Downloaded from for many months. One case of cystitis apparently caused by G vaginalis has been reported. 5 We found no evidence of rectal carriage of G vaginalis, although we have seen this in women. More surprising was our failure to isolate G vaginalis from the subpreputial sac, even in those men who were urethral carriers. It is a fastidious organism, and this site may not provide the correct growth conditions for the persistence of G vaginalis. Other organisms which colonise the male urethra, such as group B streptococci, can be isolated readily from both the anorectal area and the subpreputial sac.
Anaerobes have been implicated with G vaginalis in the pathogenesis of non-specific vaginitis,3 and recently vibrio-like anaerobes have been isolated in such cases.6-8 Fontaine et a19 isolated curved anaerobic bacilli from men with non-gonococcal urethritis. We are investigating the relationship between gardnerellas and anaerobes in men and women.
